
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

1 Ernest Robert Alcaraz (Estate) Case No. 02CEPR01157 
 Atty Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Administrator – Petitioner)   
 (1) First and Final Account and Report of Administrator of Insolvent Estate and (2)  

 Petition for Allowance of Ordinary and Extraordinary Commission and Fees 

 

DOD: 9-20-01 PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR is Petitioner. 

 

Account period: 11-2-07 through 7-11-13 

 

Accounting: $65,000.00 

Beginning POH: $52,500.00 

Ending POH: $18,709.41 cash 

 

Public Administrator (Statutory): $2,600.00 

 

Public Administrator (Extraordinary): $1,000.00 (for 

sale of real property) 

 

Attorney (Statutory): $2,600.00 

 

Bond fee: $162.50 (ok) 

 

Costs: $528.00 (filing, certified letters) 

 

Petitioner requests authority to partially reimburse 

Edward Aranda for funeral costs of $5,037.85 and 

$14,426.50 for mortgage payments made during 

estate administration for a total of $19,464.35. 

 

Petitioner states that after payment of 

commissions, fees and costs, there is $11,818.91 for 

distribution. The claims of Edward Aranda for 

funeral service sand mortgage payments total 

more than that, so Petitioner requests payment of 

the remaining cash to him. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

 2 Rhonda Jane Cloud (Estate) Case No. 06CEPR00768 
 Atty Perkins, Jan T. (for Petitioner/Executor Steven Ronald Cloud)  

 (1) Report of Executor and Petition for Its Settlement on Waiver of Account and for  

       (2) Final Distribution 

DOD: 4/19/2004  STEPHEN RONALD CLOUD, 

brother/Executor, is petitioner.  

 

Accounting is waived? (see note #1) 

 

I & A  - $4,970.876.00 

 

Executor - waives. 

 

Attorney - $28,086.36 (less 

than statutory) 

 

Costs   - $8,919.63 (filing 

fees, probate referee, publication) 

 

This estate overpaid the initial filing fee 

and therefore requests a refund of 

$3,315.00 from the clerk of the court.  

 

Will devises the residue of the estate to a 

testamentary trust. The trust is to distribute 

when the beneficiaries reach the age of 

35. Petitioner states both beneficiaries are 

over 35 therefore request that the estate 

distribute to them directly.  

 

Distribution, pursuant to Decedent’s Will is 

to: 

 

Stephen Ronald Cloud, Jr. (nephew) – ½ 

of the property on hand; 

 

Ryan Cloud (nephew) ½ of the property 

on hand.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Petition states all beneficiaries waive 

the accounting.  Need waiver of 

accounting from beneficiary, 

Stephen Ronald Cloud, Jr.  

 

2. Notice of Hearing was sent to 

Stephen Ronald Cloud, Jr. c/o 

Joanne Sanoian.  California Rules of 

Court, Rule 7.51 requires direct 

notice.  

 

3. Petition includes request for 

reimbursement of payments to the 

probate referee in the amount of 

$4,018.77 on 2/16/2011 and $489.36 

on 6/11/2013.  The only inventory and 

appraisal filed in this matter was on 

8/23/13 and indicates the probate 

referee was paid $209.03.  The court 

may require clarification.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

3 Laura D. Hanson (Estate) Case No. 11CEPR00336 
 Atty GROMIS, DAVID (for Marian J. Mosley – Petitioner – Administrator)    

 (1) Petition for Final Distribution on Waiver of Accounting and (2) for Allowance of  

 Compensation for Ordinary Services 

DOD: 11/23/2010 MARIAN J. MOSLEY, Administrator, is 

petitioner.  

 

Accounting is waived  

 

I&A  –   $80,000.00 

POH  -    

 

Administrator -  Waives  

 

Attorney -   $3,200.00 

(Statutory) 

 

Costs -   $1,555.00 (filing fee, 

probate referee, publication, certified 

copies)   

 

Distribution pursuant to intestate 

succession:  

 

Marian J. Mosley – 100%  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Property On Hand Schedule 

pursuant to California Rules of Court 

7.550b(4).  

 

2. Need Order.  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

 4 Theodore Raymond South (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR00208 
 Atty Janian, Paulette (for Russell South – Executor/Petitioner)    

 (1) First and Final Report of Administration, (2) Petition for Statutory Attorneys Fees  

 and for (3) Final Distribution on Waivers of Accounting and Notice 

DOD: 02/11/13  RUSSELL SOUTH, Executor, is Petitioner. 

 

Accounting is waived. 

 

I & A  - $62,500.00 

POH  - $62,500.00 (real 

property) 

 

Executor - waived 

 

Attorney - $2,500.00 

(statutory, to be paid by Petitioner outside 

of the estate) 

 

Distribution, pursuant to Decedent’s Will, is 

to: 

 

Deborah Hubble - $10.00 (to 

be paid by Petitioner outside of the 

estate) 

 

Brian R. South  - $10.00 (to 

be paid by Petitioner outside of the 

estate) 

 

Susan Hurtado - $5.00 (to be paid 

by Petitioner outside of the estate) 

 

Russell South  - ½ interest in 

real property valued at $62,500.00 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

 5 David J. St. Louis (2468) Case No. 13CEPR00789 
 Atty Roberts, David A. (for Joan St. Louis – Spouse – Petitioner)   
 Petition for Assumption of Law Practice of David J. St. Louis [Prob. C. 2468] 

DOD: 10-7-12 JOAN ST. LOUIS, Spouse, is Petitioner. 
 
Petitioner states she is the sole beneficiary of 
the estate and personal representative as 
set forth in Business and Professions Code 
§6180.2, and is an interested person 
pursuant to this section. Preceding his death, 
Mr. St. Louis had a close professional 
relationship with attorney Timothy Magill 
who was familiar with and able to notify Mr. 
St. Louis’ clients of his passing and absorb all 
or substantially all of Mr. St. Louis’ active 
cases. Two items remain unresolved: 
 
1) Mr. St. Louis’ attorney-client trust account 

at Bank of the West, which contained 
$54,502.09 in client funds at 3-31-13, 
upon which he had sole signature 
powers and  

 
2) A conservatorship account for the 

estate of John Shirin, also on which he 
had sole signature power, which 
contained $10,246.49 at 5-15-13. 
Petitioner believes the sole beneficiary of 
Mr. Shirin’s estate is his son, Kim Shirin, and 
that Mr. St. Louis had an outstanding 
receivable for work on the Shirin estate in 
the sum of $1,012.45. 

 
Petitioner believes that the interests of 
attorney’s clients, or other interested persons 
or entities, will be prejudiced if the court 
does not assume control of the law practice 
for the purposes of disbursing funds in Mr. St. 
Louis’ attorney-client trust account. Attorney 
Paul T. Chambers, a member in good 
standing of the State bar of California, is 
willing to act as an attorney receiver under 
B&P Code §6180.5 and take control over 
the disbursal of funds under court 
supervision, without compensation. 
Petitioner believes that all clients with active 
cases were either jointly represented by 
Timothy Magill or have signed substitutions of 
attorneys. The remaining clients are those 
who have funds held in the attorney-client 
trust account.  
  

SEE ADDITIONAL PAGES 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
1. Petitioner brings this petition under an 

incorrect code section. Probate Code 
§2468 is for assumption of practice when 
the attorney is under conservatorship. The 
appropriate section for assumption of a 
deceased attorney’s practice is §9764.  

 
2. Need proof of service of Notice of 

Hearing with a copy of the Petition at 
least 15 days prior to the hearing pursuant 
to Request for Special Notice filed 9-30-13 
and Probate Code §1252 on Attorney J. 
Patrick Sullivan. 

 
3. Petitioner describes Mr. St. Louis’ close 

personal relationship with Attorney 
Timothy Magill, with whom all clients were 
either jointly represented or have signed 
substitutions, and who absorbed most of 
his cases; however, then requests that the 
Court appoint Attorney Paul Chambers 
as the practice administrator.  
 
Attorney Timothy Magill was not served 
with notice of this hearing.  
The Court may require clarification 
regarding the request and notice to Mr. 
Magill. 

 
4. Need consent of Attorney Chambers to 

serve as practice administrator. 
 
5. Petitioner states Attorney Chambers will 

serve without compensation.  
B&P Code §6180.12 states the appointed 
attorney shall serve without 
compensation, but may be entitled to 
extraordinary compensation and 
reimbursement of costs. The Court may 
require clarification and/or a waiver from 
Mr. Chambers if he is also waiving 
extraordinary compensation and 
reimbursement of costs. 

 
SEE ADDITIONAL PAGES 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

 5 David J. St. Louis (2468) Case No. 13CEPR00789 
 

Page 2 
 
Petitioner cites authority and requests the court assume jurisdiction over the law practice of David J St. Louis for any 
purpose that the court deems fit, but for the particular purpose of disbursing to clients the client funds being held in 
the attorney-client trust account. Petitioner requests that Paul Chambers be appointed to represent and assist the 
court in assuming jurisdiction over this law practice, and order that Mr. Chambers shall have signature powers on 
the attorney-client trust account and the estate account of John K. Shirin. Mr. Chambers will serve without 
compensation. 
 
Petitioner further requests that Paul Chambers be allowed to appoint himself as receiver and take possession and 
control of any and all bank accounts relating to David J St. Louis’ law practice, including but not limited to general 
or office accounts, and the client’s trust account.  
 

a. As receiver, Petitioner asks the court order that Paul Chambers coordinate with Allison St. Louis, the former 
legal secretary of David J St. Louis, to determine the clients who are entitled to funds held in the attorney-
client trust account and the amounts each is owed; 
 

b. Petitioner further requests that after determining the recipients and the amounts owed to each client, that 
Mr. Chambers be allowed to issue checks to the recipients without further court order; 
 

c. Petitioner requests that Mr. Chambers be allowed to issue checks from the John K. Shirin Estate to those 
recipients entitled thereto without further court order; 
 

d. That upon completion of this task, Paul Chambers provide an accounting to the court of all amounts 
disbursed to each recipient. 

 
Petitioner further requests that, as appropriate, Mr. Chambers shall inform the court of any other action taken as the 
court’s representative. 
 
Non-Opposition to Petition for Assumption of Law Practice of David J St. Louis was filed 9-30-13 by the State Bar of 
California Office of the Chief Trial Counsel. 
 
Limited Opposition to Petition for Assumption of Law Practice of David J St. Louis was filed 10-9-13 by Bianca Soria. 
Ms. Soria states she was a client of Mr. St. Louis. Pursuant to the terms of a settlement agreement reached on or 
about 7-28-09, the United States of America wired the sum of $65,000 to the David J. St. Louis, Inc., Client’s Trust 
Account at Bank of the West. Pursuant to the terms of the agreement, the Law Offices of David J. St. Louis, Inc. was 
obligated to distribute the Settlement Proceeds to Bianca Soria. To date, the funds have not been disbursed. The 
instant petition represents that the attorney-client trust account contains the sum of $54,502.09.  
 
Ms. Soria does not oppose the appointment of Mr. Chambers in winding up the practice; however, given that she 
has waited over four years to receive the settlement proceeds, she respectfully request that as a condition to 
granting the petition, the Court direct Mr. Chambers to distribute the sums in the Attorney-Client Trust Account to 
Bianca Soria within ten days of entry of an order. Alternatively, Ms. Soria requests that Mr. Chambers be required to 
post an appropriate bond to protect her and any other interested person.  
 

SEE ADDITIONAL PAGES 
  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

5 David J. St. Louis (2468) Case No. 13CEPR00789 
 

Page 3 
 
NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS (Continued): 
 
6. Petitioner requests that Mr. Chambers have authority to disburse files and checks to recipients, including checks 

from the Shirin account, without further court order. The Court may require a revised order with qualifying 
language to the effect that further court order in this proceeding is not required; however, such disbursals shall 
be in accordance with applicable law and orders in the respective proceedings.  
 
Note: For example, Petitioner describes that Mr. St. Louis had an outstanding receivable of $1,012.45 in 
connection with the Shirin account, but does not state whether that amount has been authorized by the Court to 
be paid, or if the request to disburse funds without further Court order includes that amount. However, it is 
unclear why the amount alleged due would be specifically mentioned herein if it was not part of the request. 
Need clarification. 
 
Also, Ms. Soria alleges that a sum exceeding the amount alleged in the trust account is owed to her, and that 
the Court should order that it be paid forthwith. However, it is unclear from the documentation provided whether 
the settlement agreement in that case became a court order, or even that the funds alleged were paid to 
Attorney St. Louis.  
 

7. Need bond of at least $71,223.44 pursuant to Probate Code §9764(d), based on the estimated amount in the 
accounts and cost of recovery.  
 
Note: The Limited Opposition filed by Ms. Soria indicates the amount of the funds held in the attorney-client trust 
account may be higher. The Court may require clarification regarding the balance of the accounts for bond 
purposes. 

 
 
Note: The Court will set status hearings as follows: 
 

 Friday 12-6-13 for filing of bond 
 

 Friday 3-6-15 for filing of accounting of the Practice Administrator 
 

 

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

 6 Agnes Maude Glendenning (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR00794 
 

 Atty Johnson, Mark D., sole practitioner of Sanger (for Petitioner Eugene Edward Glendenning) 
 

Petition for Probate of Will and for Letters Testamentary; Authorization to Administer 

Under IAEA (Prob. C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: 7/13/2005 EUGENE EDWARD GLENDENNING, son, and 

named Executor without bond, is 

Petitioner. 

 

 

Full IAEA – O.K. 

 

 

Will Dated: 9/12/1995 

 

 

Residence: Clovis 

 

Publication: Business Journal 

 

 

 

Estimated value of the Estate: 

Real property - $310,000.00 

Personal property - $ 37,100.00 

Total   - $347,000.00 

 

 

 

Probate Referee: Steven Diebert 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Page 7 is the Spousal Property Petition 

filed by Petitioner in the Estate of Eugene 

J. Glendenning, as personal 

representative of the Estate of Agnes 

Maude Glendenning. 
 

1. Item 5(a) of the Petition is 

incomplete as to (3) or (4) re: 

registered domestic partner, and 

(7) or (8) re: issue of a 

predeceased child. (Note: 

Decedent’s Will indicates 

Petitioner is the only child of 

Decedent; however, the Petition 

requires an answer.) 

 

2. Need Duties and Liabilities of 

Personal Representative form, 

and Confidential Supplement to 

Duties and Liabilities of Personal 

Representative form, pursuant to 

Local Rule 7.10.1 and Probate 

Code § 8404. 

Note: If Petition is granted, Court will 

set status hearings as follows: 

 Friday, March 21, 2014 at 9:00 

a.m. in Dept. 303 for filing of final 

inventory and appraisal; and 

 Friday, December 19, 2014 at 9:00 

a.m. in Dept. 303 for filing of first 

account and/or petition for final 

distribution. 

Pursuant Local Rule 7.5, if the documents 

noted above are filed 10 days prior to 

the dates listed, the hearings will be 

taken off calendar and no appearance 

will be required. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

7 Eugene Joseph Glendenning (Spousal) Case No. 13CEPR00795 
 

 Atty Johnson, Mark D., sole practitioner of Sanger (for Petitioner Eugene Edward Glendenning) 
 

   Spousal or Domestic Partner Property Petition (Prob. C. 13650) 

DOD: 2/18/1996  EUGENE EDWARD GLENDENNING, son and 

Petitioner seeking appointment as personal 

representative of the Estate of AGNES MAUDE 

GLENDENNING, is Petitioner. 

 

No other proceedings. 

 

Will dated 9/12/1995 devises entire estate to    

spouse, AGNES MAUDE GLENDENNING, if she 

survives Decedent. 

 

Petitioner states no facts (per Item 7 of the 

Petition), upon which Petitioner bases the 

allegation that the property described in 

Attachment 7(b) is property that should be 

confirmed to the surviving spouse. 

 

Attachment 8 to the Petition, entitled 

Community Property Agreement is dated 

9/12/1995 and signed by EUGENE JOSEPH 

GLENDENNING and AGNES MAUDE 

GLENDENNING, and indicates (in sum) that 

they, as husband and wife, agree that all 

property held by them is community property, 

with the purpose of the agreement being to 

make clear to their executors, trustees, heirs 

and beneficiaries that all of their property is 

held as community property notwithstanding 

how title is described on any particular piece 

of property. 

 

Petitioner requests Court confirmation that ½ 

interest in the real property located at 1152 

Jasmine Ave., Clovis, belongs to AGNES 

MAUDE GLENDENNING, and should be 

distributed to Petitioner as [proposed] 

personal representative of the Estate of Agnes 

Maude Glendenning. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Page 6 is the Petition for Probate of Will 

filed by Petitioner in the Estate of 

Agnes Maude Glendenning. 

 

1. Item 4(c) of the Petition 

is incomplete re: 

whether Decedent was 

intestate or testate, and 

if testate, a copy of 

Decedent’s Will must be 

attached to the Petition. 

(Note: Decedent’s 

original Will was 

deposited with the 

Court on 10/9/2013; 

however, a copy of the 

Will has not been 

attached to the Petition 

as required, and the 

Petition requires an 

answer.) 

 

2. Item 5(a)(2) of the 

Petition is incomplete re: 

issue of a predeceased 

child. (Note: Decedent’s 

Will indicates Petitioner is 

the only child of 

Decedent; however, the 

Petition requires an 

answer.) 
~Please see additional page~ 
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 7 
 

Additional Page 7, Eugene Joseph Glendenning (Spousal)  Case No. 13CEPR00795 
 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS, continued: 

 
3. Petition does not include Attachment 7 describing facts (such as date of marriage, date of property acquisition 

and current title) upon which the Petitioner bases the allegation that the property should be confirmed as 

belonging to the Petitioner as (proposed) personal representative of the Estate of the surviving spouse of 

Decedent.  

 

4. Proposed order is not marked only at Item 7(a) for confirmation of property, which must be marked to be 

consistent with the request in the Petition. Additionally, proposed order should include Attachment 7(a) 

describing the property to be confirmed. 

 

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

8 Daniel Kandarian (SNT) Case No. 13CEPR00796 
 Atty Johnson, Mark D (for Petitioner Helen Woodward) 

 Petition for Order Approving Establishment of Special Needs Trust 

Age:  HELEN WOODWARD, guardian ad litem (see 

note #1) is petitioner.  

 

Petitioner states Daniel Kandarian is to receive 

$50,000.00 as a result of a settlement of a 

dispute over the validity of the Wanda 

Kandarian Trust.  

 

Daniel Kandarian is disabled and received 

needs-based public benefits.  Mr. Kandarian 

was struck by a car while riding while riding a 

motorcycle without a helmet in 1984, which 

seriously impaired both his physical and mental 

abilities.  Mr. Kandarian requires a trust to 

provide for his care and to purchase a trailer 

for his personal dwelling. 

 

After payment of costs and attorney fees Mr. 

Kandarian will received approximately 

$47,800.00.  Petitioner seeks to establish a 

Special Needs Trust and an order that 

Petitioner is authorized to sign the proposed 

Special Needs Trust as grantor.  

 

Petitioner requests the Court establish the 

Daniel Kandarian Special Needs Trust (copy 

attached to petition). 
 

That Tom Avedisian and Louise Avedisian, first 

cousins of Daniel Kandarian shall service as co-

trustee’s without bond.  

That all statutory liens in favor of the 

Department of Health Services, Department of 

Mental Health, the State Department of 

Developmental Services, and any county, or 

city and county in California must first be 

satisfied pursuant to Probate Code §3604(d).  
 

That the Trustee provide the court with a 

biennial accounting and report beginning one 

year from the date the Court approves the 

establishment of the trust and every two years 

thereafter unless the ordered by the court to 

be more frequent.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Helen Woodward has not been 

appointed as Guardian Ad Litem 

in this proceeding.  

2. Need Notice of Hearing 

(Mandatory Judicial Council form 

GC-020) 

3. Need proof of service of the 

Notice of Hearing on: 

a. Daniel Kandarian 

b. Suzanne Cooper 

c. Tom Avedisian 

d. Louise Avedisian 

4. Need proof of service of the 

Notice of Hearing along with a 

copy of the Petition (Probate 

Code §3604(2)) on:  

a. Director of Department of 

Health Care Services  

b. Director of Developmental 

Services 

c. Director of State Hospitals.  

5. Proposed Trust does not comply 

with Local Rule 7.19 and California 

Rules of Court 7.903.  

6. California Rules of Court Rule 7.903 

(c)(5) requires the Trustees to post 

bond.  

7. Order does not include a copy of 

the proposed trust.  

 

Please see additional page 

DOD: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

8 Daniel Kandarian (SNT) Case No. 13CEPR00796 

 

 

8. Concerns with the proposed trust include, but are not limited to, the following:  

a. Section 3 of the Trust allows the trustee to pay or apply for the benefit of the beneficiary, such amounts from 

the principal or income, up to the how of each in the trustee’s sole discretion for the beneficiaries special 

needs.  Items or services include: incidental spending money, travel expenses, auto expenses, food, utilities, 

animal care, personal items, such as radios and televisions, educational expenses and supplies, and health 

care services and supplies supplemental to those that the beneficiary is entitled to receive under 

government assistance programs.  It has been the policy of the court not to grant blanket authority without 

court oversight. Generally living expenses, such as food and utilities are not allowable expenses under a 

special needs trust.  In addition, the trust does not state how the items/services listed specifically relate to the 

beneficiaries special needs.   

b. Section 10 of the Trust allows the trustee to use trust funds for the purchase of a home for the beneficiary.  

The purchase of a home should be subject to the approval of the court.   

c. Section 14 of the Trust allows the Trustee to terminate the Trust and distribute the assets, if in their sole 

discretion they determine it is appropriate.  The Trust should only be allowed to be terminated and 

distributed upon order of the Court.  

d. Section 15 also deals with termination of the Trust and should not be included in the terms of the Trust.  The 

Trust should only be allowed to be terminated and distributed upon order of the Court. 

 

 

Note:  If the petition is granted, status hearings will be set as follows: 

 

 Friday, November 15, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. in Department 303, for the filing of the bond.   

 

 Friday, December 12, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. in Department 303, for the filing of the first account   



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

 9 Thomas J. Smith (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR00807 
 Atty Kruthers, Heather H (for Petitioner/Public Administrator) 
 Petition for Letters of Administration; Authorization to Administer Under IAEA (Prob.  

 C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: 8/28/13  PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR is petitioner and 

requests appointment as Administrator 

without bond.  

 

Full IAEA – o.k.  

 

Decedent died intestate. 

 

Residence: Fresno 

Publication: Fresno Business Journal 

 

Estimated value of the estate: 

Personal property - $ 94,500.00 

Real property - $154,000.00 

Total   - $248,500.00 

 

Probate Referee: RICK SMITH 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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 10 James H. Walker (CONS/PE) Case No. 13CEPR00881 
 Atty Kruthers, Heather H (for Petitioner Public Guardian)  

 Petition for Appointment of Temporary Conservatorship of the Person and Estate 

Age: 77 years TEMPORARY EXPIRES 10/16/13 

 

GENERAL HEARING 11/13/13 

 

PUBLIC GUARDIAN is petitioner and requests 

appointment as temporary conservator of the 

person and estate.  

 

Petitioner further request that all Powers of Attorney 

be suspended.  

 

Estimated value of the estate: 

Personal property - $21,124.52 

Annual Income - $32,307.00 

Total   - $53,431.52 

 

Petitioner states the proposed conservatee 

currently resides at Community Subacute and 

Transitional Care Center.  His son, Greg, reportedly is 

an agent under a Power of Attorney for at least the 

finances of Mr. Walker.  

 

The Care Center alleges Mr. Walker has an 

outstanding balance of over $45,000.00.  It is 

report3ed that he also owes money to other 

facilities.  Greg has not paid his father’s bills, and his 

ex-wife alleges he has a substance abuse problem 

and may be using his father’s money for himself.  

Greg could not give a reasonable explanation 

where the money went that came from the sale of 

his father’s home.  Premier West Bank reported 

there were numerous questionable withdrawals 

from Mr. Walker’s account.  Large amounts were 

also paid to a motorcycle and cell phone 

company.  According to the Care Center, Greg 

has also failed to address his father’s personal 

needs.   

 

Court Investigator Jennifer Daniel’s Report filed on 

10/9/13. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

Court Investigator Advised Rights 

on 10/8/13.  

 

 

1. Need proof of personal 

service on the proposed 

conservatee, James H. 

Walker.  Probate Code 

§2250.  
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11 Zachary Filgas (GUARD/P) Case No. 10CEPR00914 
 Atty Attashian, Zepure (for Elaine Thomas – Guardian)    
    Review Hearing 

 ELAINE THOMAS, Paternal Grandmother, was 

appointed Guardian pursuant to settlement 

reached at the Settlement Conference on 7-

30-13.  

 

The Order Appointing Guardian, along with 

an attachment providing for visitation with the 

mother, and other details, was signed on 8-16-

13.  

 

At the Settlement Conference on 7-30-13, the 

Court set this review hearing and directed 

counsel to file a status report one week 

before the hearing. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need status report pursuant to 

minute order 7-30-13. 
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12 In Matter of: Lois Gray Durable Power of Attorney Case No. 13CEPR00214 

 
 Atty  Sanoian, Joanne L. (for Petitioner Eileen Sutterfield)   

Atty  Burnside, Leigh (for Respondent/Cross Petitioner Ronald Gray) 

Atty   Sharbaugh, Catherine (court appointed for principal Lois Gray)  

    Status Hearing Re: Settlement Agreement 

 A Settlement Conference as held on 

9/25/13.  Minute order states the parties 

reach a resolution as set forth by Ms. 

Burnside.  Upon inquiry the by the Court, 

each party individually agrees to the terms 

and conditions of the agreement.  Ms. 

Burnside is directed to prepare the 

agreement.  

 

Background: 
 

EILEEN SUTTERFIELD, child and co-agent 

pursuant to the Durable Power of Attorney, 

filed a Petition to Compel Agent to Act.  
 

The Petition states the matter concerned the 

co-agent, Ronald Gray’s, lack of 

cooperation in regard to the Power of 

Attorney and therefore detrimentally 

affecting the Settlor’s property, assets and 

intent behind drafting the documents.  
 

Petitioner alleges Lois Gray, on or about 

4/8/2009, executed The Durable Power of 

Attorney for Management of Property and 

Personal Matters.  Petitioner states she is 

aware of the terms of the POA. Based on her 

firsthand knowledge and having read the 

POA, the Petitioner contends that she and 

her Co-Agent were designated to pay all 

necessary debts including the power to sell 

ownership of the property.   

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

12 In Matter of: Lois Gray Durable Power of Attorney Case No. 13CEPR00214 
 

 

Lois Gray is currently residing at Cottonwood Retirement facility.  The Settlor recently suffered from a stroke and is 

now diagnosed with dementia.  The cost of living at Cottonwood is approximately $4,720 each month with 

additional medical incidental costs of $1,250.00. 
 

Petitioner contends that pursuant to Section 2.A.(1) the Co-Agents are capable of taking any action necessary 

regarding the Settlor’s real and personal property.  This would include the Settlor’s mobile home she is no longer 

residing in and will not be able to reside in at any future date.  To keep the vacant mobile home costs the Settlor 

approximately $700.00 per month for rental of the land within a complex and insurance. 
 

Petitioner stated she has requested of the Co-Agent, Ronald Gray, on several occasions to agree to sell the mobile 

home owned by the Settlor to allow for additional funds to be provided to the assisted living facility.  Ronald Gray 

refuses to participate in the sale unless the funds are provided to a joint trust account.  A trust account is not 

necessary as the proceeds of the sale can be directly provided to Cottonwood for the monthly expenses.   
 

Petitioner requested the Court enter an order that: 
 

1. Lois Gray established the Lois Gray Durable Power of Attorney, on or about April 8, 2009; 
 

2. The Co-Agents named by the Settlor are Eileen Sutterfield and Ronald Gray;  
 

3. Co-Agent Ronald Gray be ordered to participate in the facilitation of the sale of the mobile home owned by 

the Settlor; 
 

4. For all other relief as the Court deems proper under the circumstances.  

 

Status Report of Leigh W. Burnside filed on 10/9/13 states on 9/25/13 the parties to this proceeding Ronald Gray 

(“Ronald”) and Eileen Sutterfield (“Eileen), and their respective attorneys participated in a further settlement 

conference with the Honorable Robert H. Oliver.  Also present at the commencement of the settlement 

conference was Catherine Sharbaugh, attorney for Lois Gray.   

 

The proceeding arose out of a dispute between Ronald and Eileen over the management of their mother’s 

financial and personal affairs.  Both Ronald and Eileen are nominated and acting co-agents under a durable 

power of attorney executed by their mother. Lois Gray, in April 2009, and are the successor co-trustees of a 

revocable trust established by Mrs. Gray in April 2009.  Ronald and Eileen are also co-agents under an Advanced 

Health Care Directive signed by Mrs. Gray. 

 

The parties were able to resolve their differences at the settlement conference, and the terms of the settlement 

were recited in open court and verbally assented to by Ronald and Eileen.  

 

The day following the settlement conference, counsel for the parties spoke (in independent conversations) with the 

proposed successor trustee, Rick Leas of Central Valley Professional Fiduciary Services, who is based in Fresno.  Mr. 

Leas has agreed to serve as sole successor trustee of Mrs. Gray’s Trust, and to Ms. Burnside’s knowledge, both 

Ronald and Eileen agree to resign as co-trustees in favor of Mr. Leas.  

 

Since then, Eileen’s attorney, Natalie Nuttall, and Ms. Burnside have been working on a formal written stipulation 

that sets forth the terms of the parties’ settlement.  Ms. Burnside believes that they are close to finishing the 

stipulation.   
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13A Justin Quintero, Matthew Quintero, &     Case No. 07CEPR00053 

  Jazlin Quintero (GUARD/P) 
 Atty Rodriguez, Christina (Pro Per – Petitioner – Mother)      

 Petition for Termination of Guardianship 

Justin Quintero (3) CHRISTINA RODRIGUEZ, mother, is petitioner.  

 

MARY JOHNSTON, Paternal Grandmother, was 

appointed guardian on 07/22/2013. 

 

Father: JOSE QUINTERO 

 

Paternal Grandfather: Victor Quintero 

Maternal grandfather: Ricardo Rodriguez 

Maternal Grandmother: Sarah Rodriguez 

 

Petitioner states: the guardian is not allowing the 

mother to bond with the children.  She states that the 

house is over-crowded, guardian is abusing pain pills 

and there is lack of communication with the children.   

 

Court Investigator Julie Negrete’s report filed 

10/01/2013. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

13B is the Petition for Visitation 

filed by the mother, Christina 

Rodriguez.  

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing.  

 

2. Need proof of service at 

least 15 days prior to the 

hearing of Notice of 

Hearing with a copy of the 

Petition for Termination of 

Guardianship on the 

following:  

 Mary Johnston 

(Guardian) 

 Jose Quintero 

(Father)  

 Victor Quintero 

(Paternal 

Grandfather)  

 Ricardo Rodriguez 

(Maternal 

Grandfather)  

 Sarah Rodriguez 

(Maternal 

Grandmother)  

 

Matthew Quintero (2) 

Jazlin Quintero (11 mos.) 
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 13B Justin Quintero, Matthew Quintero, Case No. 07CEPR00053 

  & Jazlin Quintero (GUARD/P)   

 Atty Rodriguez, Christina (Pro Per – Petitioner – Mother)      

           Ex Parte Petition for Visitation 

Justin Quintero (3) CHRISTINA RODRIGUEZ, mother, is petitioner.  

 

Father: JOSE QUINTERO 

 

MARY JOHNSTON, Paternal Grandmother, 

was appointed guardian on 07/22/2013. 

 

Petitioner states: that she is petitioning for 

unsupervised visits due to the guardian 

keeping the children from her due to her 

addiction.  Petitioner states that the 

guardian has let the father stay over night 

while he was under the influence of meth 

and marijuana.  Petitioner states that the 

guardian has a lot of animosity towards her.  

Petitioner also states the guardian abuses 

prescription drugs and the home is over 

crowded.  She states there are 10 children 

and four adults living in a three bedroom 

home.   

 

Current Visitation Order 04/23/2013: The 

Court authorizes third party visits between 

mother and the children at the maternal 

grandparents home as agreed upon by the 

parties.   

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing with a copy 

of the petition at least 15 days prior to 

the hearing on the following:  

 Mary Johnston (Guardian) 

 Jose Quintero (Father)  

 

 

Matthew Quintero (1) 

Jazlin Quintero (7 mos.) 
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14 Francisco Isaiah Mora (GUARD/P) Case No. 07CEPR00981 
 Atty Vasquez, Emma (pro per Guardian/maternal great-grandmother)   

 Atty Mora, Juan (pro per Petitioner/father) 
 Petition for Visitation 

Age: 7 years 

 

JUAN MORA, father, is petitioner.  
 

EMMA VASQUEZ, maternal great-grandmother, was 

appointed as guardian on 1/24/2008. – served by 

mail on 8/12/13.  
 

Mother: DANIELLE SOLIS – served by mail on 8/12/13. 
 

Petitioner states the minor deserves to have is father 

in his life.  Petitioner states he currently has no legal 

rights that allows him to spend quality time with his 

son.  Petitioner states he is a willing and present father 

and that he sets a good example for the minor.  

Petitioner states that he has never been 

unemployed, he is educated and actively involved 

in his Christian church celebration.  The minor has 

brothers who live with Petitioner and petitioner states 

he has custody of them.  Petitioner states he is 

married to a supportive and understanding wife. 

Petitioner states he pays $400 per month child 

support and he should be able to spend time with his 

son in the comfort of his own home.  
 

Petitioner states he would like the court to grant him 

visitation at his home from Friday at 4 p.m. to Sunday 

at 6 p.m.  He would also like to have him over school 

vacations.   
 

Court Investigator Jennifer Young’s Report filed on 

10/9/13.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/ 

COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 9/11/13.  

Minute order states the court 

investigator is ordered to 

conduct further investigation of 

the parties for the purpose of 

obtaining any updated 

information that would be 

helpful to the Court. Parties 

waive confidentiality so the 

court investigator can speak to 

the child’s therapist.  The court 

orders that a report from the 

therapist be provided to the 

court one week before the 

next hearing. 
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15 Louis Anthony Garcia (GUARD/P) Case No. 11CEPR00717 
 Atty Ledezma, Elizabeth (pro per Guardian) 

Atty Beltran, Elizabeth (pro per Petitioner/mother)   
 Petition for Termination of Guardianship 

Age: 3 years 

 

GUADALUPE BELTRAN, mother, is petitioner.  

 

ELIZABETH LEDEZMA (now Chavez), maternal 

grandmother, was appointed guardian on 

10/14/2011 – consents and waives notice.  

 

Father:  LOUIS GARCIA 

Paternal grandfather: Martin Garcia 

Paternal grandmother: Teresa Maldonado 

Garcia – consents and waives notice.  

Maternal grandfather: Javier Beltran 

Petitioner states she feel she can provide the 

minor a safe and stable environment.  She 

has had her job going on three years and 

has a home for them to live in.  She is also 

working toward her G.E.D. in order to 

provide them with a better life.  

Court Investigator Samantha Henson’s 

Report filed on 7/10/2013 states. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 7/17/13.  Minute order 

(Judge Kristi Culver Kapetan) states the 

Court orders that the guardianship 

continue in place until the next hearing 

on 10/16/13.  The Court grants 

Guadalupe Beltran liberal unsupervised 

overnight visits.  

 

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

2. Need proof of service of the Notice 

of Hearing on: 

a. Luis Garcia (father) 

b. Martin Garcia (paternal 

grandfather) 

c. Javier Beltran (paternal 

grandmother) 
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16 Michael Magallanes, Mathew Magallanes, Case No. 13CEPR00708 

  and Freddy Magallanes (GUARD/P) 
 Atty Montejano, Isabel S. (Pro Per – Maternal Grandmother – Petitioner)  
 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 1510) 

Michael, age 10 ISABEL S. MONTEJANO, Maternal Grandmother, is 

Petitioner. 

 

Father: ARTURO MAGALLANES 

- Personally served 8-19-13 

 

Mother: PATRICIA J. MONTEJANO 

- Personally served 8-18-13 

 

Paternal Grandfather: Magdaleno Magallanes 

Paternal Grandmother: Antonia Magallanes 

- Consents and waives notice 

 

Maternal Grandfather: Jerry Montejano 

- Consents and waives notice 

 

Siblings: Crystal Magallanes, Cory Magallanes, 

Arturo Magallanes, Jr. 

 

Petitioner states both parents have a long history of 

domestic violence and incarceration for drug 

abuse and assault. Mother is currently evading law 

enforcement as she has a warrant for her arrest. She 

has been on Crimestoppers. She was arrested last 

year for being a drug mule to/from Mexico. She has 

moved the boys to several homes and exposed 

them to a partying lifestyle and physical abuse 

situations. Petitioner states during the past 8-10 years 

when she has been caring for the boys their father 

has never called or asked to have them live with 

him. Michael has lived with Petitioner since age 2 

and Mathew and Freddy abut 7-8 months out of 

each year due to the mother abandoning them. 

Petitioner fears they will end up in foster care. Both 

parents have in the past uprooted the boys from 

school on several occasions and then abandoned 

them again with Petitioner. 

 

Court Investigator Samantha Henson filed a report 

on 10-9-13. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need proof of service of Notice 

of Hearing with a copy of the 

Petition at least 15 days prior to 

the hearing per Probate Code 

§1511 on: 

- Crystal Magallanes (sibling) 

- Cory Magallanes (sibling) 

- Arturo Magallanes (sibling) 

- Magdaleno Magallanes 

(Paternal Grandfather) 

Mathew, age 9 

Freddy, age 8 
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 17 Alexander Martin Morales (GUARD/P) Case No. 13CEPR00709 
 Atty Raymundo, Rosemary (Pro Per – Maternal Grandmother – Petitioner)    
 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 1510) 

Alexander (11) TEMP GRANTED EX PARTE EXPIRED 7-27-13 

 

TEMP DENIED AT HEARING 7-27-13 

 

ROSEMARY RAYMUNDO, Maternal Grandmother, is 

Petitioner. 

 

Father: ARTURO MORALES  

– Personally served on 08/20/13 

 

Mother: ROSALINDA TAPETILLO  

– Personally served on 08/16/13 

 

Paternal grandfather: ANTONIO MORALES  

– deceased 

Paternal grandmother: JULIA MORALES  

– deceased 

 

Maternal grandfather: GUADALUPE TAPETILLO – 

Declaration of Due Diligence filed 8-23-13 

 

Petitioner states the mother has an alcoholic 

drinking problem and the child doesn’t want to live 

with her.  

 

Objections were filed by both parents. See file for 

details.  

 

Petitioner filed an additional declaration on 10-9-13. 

The declaration describes the family history and 

attaches a letter from the minor to his grandmother 

(Petitioner) in August where he tells her that he 

wants to stay in Fresno as well as letters in support of 

the petition. 

 

Court Investigator Charlotte Bien filed a report on 

10-10-13.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Minute Order 8-27-13 (temp): The 

Court cannot find that it would be 

detrimental for the child to reside with 

his mother. The Petition for Temporary 

Guardianship is denied. The 

temporary currently in place is 

terminated. The Court orders that the 

child be returned to his mother 

forthwith. The General Hearing 

remains set for 10/16/13.   

 

Note: Petitioner originally filed the 

petition in pro per. A declaration was 

filed on 10-9-13 that appears to have 

been prepared by Attorney Rodney 

Rusca; however, the attorney did not 

sign the document and has not filed a 

substitution.  

 

1. If this petition goes forward, need 

proof of service of Notice of 

Hearing on Guadalupe Tapetillo 

(maternal grandfather) (if notice is 

not excused per Declaration of 

Due Diligence filed 8-23-13). 

 

Note to Judge: Based on the CI 

Report, Examiner did not 

review/finalize the proposed order. If 

guardianship is granted, the order can 

be prepared and signed after the 

heaing. 
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18 Elizae Juarez & Elexie Juarez (GUARD/P) Case No. 13CEPR00869 
 Atty Espinoza, Selmira (pro per – maternal grandmother/Petitioner)    

 Petition for Appointment of Temporary Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 2250) 

Elizae, 3 

 

GENERAL HEARING 12/04/13 

 

SELMIRA ESPINOZA, maternal grandmother, 

is Petitioner. 

 

Father: JOSEPH JUAREZ 

 

Mother: CECILIA MORENO 

 

Paternal grandfather: JOSEPH JUAREZ 

Paternal grandmother: AMELIA TEJEDA 

 

Maternal grandfather: LEWIS MORENO 

 

Petitioner states that the father is in jail and 

will remain there for an unknown amount of 

time.  The mother is also unable to care for 

the children due to a drug addiction.  

Petitioner states that the children have lived 

with her on and off their entire lives. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

2. Need proof of personal service at 

least 5 court days before the 

hearing of Notice of Hearing with 

a copy of the Temporary 

Guardianship Petition or Consent 

& Waiver of Notice or Declaration 

of Due Diligence for: 

a. Joseph Juarez (father) 

b. Ceclila Moreno (mother) 

 

Elexie, 1½  
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19 Gabrielle Espinoza  Case No. 09CEPR00169 

Atty Espinoza, Jr. Manuel (Pro Per- Petitioner –Father)  
Petition for Visitation 

Age: 13 MANUEL ESPINOZA, Jr., father, is petitioner.  

 

RENEE SANCHEZ and MARCO SANCHEZ, 

paternal aunt and uncle were appointed 

guardians on 10/12/2010. 

 

Mother: MONICA SANCHEZ 

 

Petitioner states: he would like to ask the 

Court for visitation with his daughter.   He 

states he was incarcerated during a difficult 

time in the child’s life when Monica R. 

Sanchez, the mother, left the child with the 

uncle and aunt and never went back for 

her.  Petitioner states he was released from 

prison on 0116/2012, he was released off of 

probation on early terms due to good 

compliance and also completed a 

substance abuse class.  Petitioner states he is 

currently employed, has a stable home and 

is also enrolling in a program to further 

parenting skills to become a successful 

parent.  Petitioner is asking that the court 

further review his case and have discretion in 

his visitation.  He states he understands the 

circumstances that brought forward the 

neglect of his daughter and for this reason 

he has not brought about anything to the 

court until he had a proper home for his 

daughter.    

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

2. Need Notice of Hearing with a copy 

of the petition at least 15 days prior to 

the hearing on the following:  

 Renee Sanchez  (Guardian) 

 Marco Sanchez (Guardian)  

 Monica Sanchez (Mother)  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, October 16, 2013 

20 Amberlee Gastelum & Julianna Gastelum  Case No. 13CEPR00882 
 Atty Rodriguez, Marisa (Pro Per – Maternal Grandmother – Petitioner)     
 Petition for Appointment of Temporary Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 2250) 

Amberlee (8)  GENERAL HEARING 12-5-13 

 

MARISA RODRIGUEZ, Maternal 

Grandmother, is Petitioner. 

 

Father: BLADIMIR GASTELUM 

Mother: WENDY GASTELUM 

 

Paternal Grandfather: Unknown 

Paternal Grandmother: Unknown 

 

Maternal Grandfather: Emigdio Rodriguez 

 

Petitioner states the mother is in jail and 

homeless and has a meth and alcohol 

addiction. She is a danger to herself and has 

threatened to take the girls if Petitioner 

doesn’t give her money. Per the UCCJEA, 

the minors have always lived with Petitioner. 

Petitioner requests the Court excuse notice 

to the parents because the father is in 

Mexico and she does not know his 

whereabouts and the mother is in jail looking 

to do a year for residential burglary. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 
2. Need proof of service of Notice of 

Hearing at least five court days prior to the 

hearing per Probate Code §2250(e) on: 

- Bladimir Gastelum (Father) 

- Wendy Gastelum (Mother) 

- Julianna Gastelum (Minor, age 12) 

 

 

Julianna (12) 
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